HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
on the basis of joint economic interests and mutual
strategic aid against foreign enemies, is now strength-
ened by a new and powerful factor.
The World War waged in concert by the member
States of the British Empire, and the acceptance of
this new historic mission have both strengthened the
inner structure of the Empire, and since the end of
the war a third factor has arisen whose effect is similar
namely, the Ottawa Agreement. A Liberal govern-
ment was in power in Great Britain before the war, and
its economic faith was pinned to free trade. The pro-
posals of the colonies that a system of Empire prefer-
ences should be introduced to grant their products
a privileged position on the British market were there-
fore rejected by Liberal leaders such as Asquith,
Churchill and Lloyd George. Joseph Chamberlain
made himself the spokesman for the colonies in this
matter of Empire trading. He resigned from the
government and died a disappointed and embittered
man. In 1932 his ideas were realized in the Ottawa
Agreement with the active participation of his second
son Neville.
Since then the British Empire has, up to a point,
become an economic unit, a thing which, strictly
speaking, it had not been previously. The provisions
of the Ottawa Agreement are very complicated in their
details. Despite the fact that she has abandoned free
trade in favour of protection for her own market,
Great Britain, as the biggest available Empire market,
undertakes to permit the import of Empire products
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